












There is a clear, simple, realistic and achievable solution to climate change that also offers significant 
additional benefits: building energy efficiency. Of the energy and climate change solutions proposed today, 
building energy efficiency is the one that can be implemented immediately, costs the least and offers the 
greatest benefits to both the planet and the economy. With a single action, the U.S. can begin replacing 
coal, reduce CO2 emissions, strengthen the US economy, save consumers billions of dollars and create 
jobs. 

The clear winner in the energy solutions comparison being considered today is building energy efficiency. 
The clear winner in building energy efficiency is the U.S. worker and citizen. Because the call for a 
moratorium on conventional coal plants allows for the phasing out of existing plants, there will be time to 
retrain coal workers for new jobs. 

By addressing several key factors, the 2030 Challenge offers a comprehensive, effective approach to 
the Building Sector’s role in the climate change crisis. The Challenge calls for the necessary reductions 
required to avert dangerous climate change, is achievable within the timeline set by scientists, centers on 
building energy efficiency and renewable energy as the preferred means to achieve the reductions called 
for, and is already widely adopted.

To bring about the demand-side reductions of CO2-emissions in the Building Sector necessary to meet 
a complete phase out of conventional coal-fired power plants by 2030, updating the National Energy 
Conservation Code Standard to meet the 2030 Challenge targets should be implemented immediately 
along with a federally-funded building energy efficiency investment package. 
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To make the 2030 Challenge and building energy efficiency solution a reality, Architecture 2030 
recommends the implementation of the following plan of action, titled the ‘2030 Blueprint’:

The 2030 Blueprint 

1.  Implement an immediate moratorium on the construction of any new conventional coal plants, and the 
gradual phasing out of all existing conventional coal plants by 2030 to: 

	 •	 place an immediate cap on coal plant emissions while allowing time to retrain coal 
  		  workers for new jobs.

2.  Require that all developments using federal funds meet the 2030 Challenge targets to:

	 •	 create additional models of building energy efficiency for the marketplace.

3.  Upgrade the National Energy Conservation Code Standard to the 2030 Challenge targets for residential 
and commercial buildings to: 

	 •	 immediately stabilize and begin reducing energy demand in the Building Sector.

4.  Invest $21.6 billion each year for five years in building energy efficiency measures through existing 
federal programs (i.e. New Markets Tax Credits; Low Income Housing Tax Credits; a five-year extension and 
increased funding for efficiency in the Energy Policy Act) and new energy efficiency incentives, tax credits 
and programs to: 

	 •	 stimulate building construction 
	 •	 reduce annual Building Sector energy consumption by 5 QBtu
	 •	 reduce annual U.S. CO2 emissions by 433.5 MMT
	 •	 save consumers $128 billion (which more than covers the cost of this solution), and 
	 •	 create more than one million permanent new jobs
 
5. Fund and implement a joint labor-management job training program for displaced coal industry jobs 
based on successful models developed over the past two decades in the tire/rubber, steel, automobile 
and communications industries.

Congress is currently ‘casting about’ for solutions to both the climate crisis and the U.S. economic crisis. 
The 2030 Blueprint tackles both crises at once. For just a small portion of the $168 billion that Congress 
recently earmarked to inject into the struggling economy, the U.S. can reduce its greenhouse gas emissions 
and create jobs and an economic stimulus package that ripples throughout the U.S. economy.
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